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PennsylvaniaPennsylvania’’s Death Rows Death Row

As of August 1, 2008: As of August 1, 2008: 
223 Death223 Death--Row InmatesRow Inmates
AmericaAmerica’’s 4s 4thth Largest Death RowLargest Death Row

BlackBlack –– 134 (60.1%)134 (60.1%)
WhiteWhite –– 71 (31.8%)71 (31.8%)
HispanicHispanic –– 16 (7.2%)16 (7.2%)
AsianAsian –– 2 (0.9%)2 (0.9%)



The Majority are MinorityThe Majority are Minority

68.2% of Pennsylvania68.2% of Pennsylvania’’s death row s death row 
are racial minoritiesare racial minorities

Only Texas, at 70% is higher.Only Texas, at 70% is higher.



Pennsylvania Death Sentence Rate Pennsylvania Death Sentence Rate 
by Race of Victim and Offender, by Race of Victim and Offender, 

19771977--20002000
Black offender/ Black offender/ 
white victimwhite victim
48.6 death sentences 48.6 death sentences 
per 1,000 murdersper 1,000 murders
Black offender/ Black offender/ 
black victimblack victim
17.7 death sentences 17.7 death sentences 
per 1,000 murdersper 1,000 murders

White offender/ White offender/ 
white victimwhite victim
22.2 death sentences 22.2 death sentences 
per 1,000 murdersper 1,000 murders
White offender/ White offender/ 
black victimblack victim
11.9 death sentences 11.9 death sentences 
per 1,000 murdersper 1,000 murders



Pennsylvania Pennsylvania –– Race/Place Pivotal Race/Place Pivotal 
in Death Penalty Decisionsin Death Penalty Decisions

Greensburg TribuneGreensburg Tribune--
Review articleReview article

No statewide study to No statewide study to 
datedate



PhiladelphiaPhiladelphia’’s Death Rows Death Row

As of December 31, 2001, 135 inmates 
were on Philadelphia’s death row.
113 were black (83.7%); 
13 were white (9.6%); 
7 were Latino (5.2%); and 
2 were Asian (1.5%).
91.4% were racial minorities91.4% were racial minorities



PhiladelphiaPhiladelphia’’s death row was larger s death row was larger 
than that of 42 states. than that of 42 states. 

Philadelphia was the only city in Philadelphia was the only city in 
America with more than 100 African America with more than 100 African 
Americans on death row.Americans on death row.







Comparing Philadelphia to Other Comparing Philadelphia to Other 
Urban CountiesUrban Counties

Philadelphia had the largest number of 
minorities on death row (121).

Philadelphia had the highest percentage of 
African Americans on death row (83.6 %).

Philadelphia had the highest percentage of 
minorities on death row (90.3 percent).



Odds of Death in PhiladelphiaOdds of Death in Philadelphia

Among all deathAmong all death--eligible cases, increases eligible cases, increases 
by a factor of 3.1 if the defendant is blackby a factor of 3.1 if the defendant is black
Among all penalty trials, increases by Among all penalty trials, increases by 
factor of 9.3factor of 9.3
Among all jury weighing decisions, Among all jury weighing decisions, 
increases by factor of 29.9increases by factor of 29.9
““Excess death rateExcess death rate”” of 30% of 30% —— more than more than 
30 black defendants30 black defendants



What it Means to Be BlackWhat it Means to Be Black



Looking Looking DeathworthyDeathworthy

White VictimsWhite Victims –– In Philadelphia,In Philadelphia,
defendants whose appearance was defendants whose appearance was 
perceived as stereotypically black were perceived as stereotypically black were 
more than twice as likely to be sentenced more than twice as likely to be sentenced 
to death as defendants whose appearance to death as defendants whose appearance 
was perceived as less stereotypically blackwas perceived as less stereotypically black
Black VictimsBlack Victims –– No difference in deathNo difference in death--
sentencing ratessentencing rates





PhiladelphiaPhiladelphia’’s Death Row Todays Death Row Today

As of August 1, 2008, 112 inmates were 
on Philadelphia’s death row.
96 are Black (85.7%); 
9 are White (8.0%); 
5 are Latino (4.5%); and 
2 are Asian (1.8%).
92.0% are racial minorities



Since the Year 2000Since the Year 2000
The last 17 death sentences in Philadelphia, 
dating back to November 2000, have been 
imposed against black defendants. 

The figures in the 21st century are now 20 death 
sentences in Philadelphia (all court appointed 
counsel): 19 (95.0%) against minority 
defendants; 18 (90.0%) against black 
defendants; 1 each against Latino and white 
defendants (5.0% each).

39 of the last 41 death sentences (95.1%) have 
been imposed upon minority defendants: 34 
against blacks (82.9%); 5 against Latinos 
(12.2%); and 2 against whites (4.9%).



Racial Profiling in Jury SelectionRacial Profiling in Jury Selection

In 3 prosecutorial administrations between 1981 In 3 prosecutorial administrations between 1981 
and 1997, encompassing more than 14,000 and 1997, encompassing more than 14,000 
choices to empanel or exclude prospective jurors choices to empanel or exclude prospective jurors 
Black jurors were peremptorily challenged from Black jurors were peremptorily challenged from 
capital trials at double the rate of other jurors;capital trials at double the rate of other jurors;
Other jurors from integrated neighborhoods Other jurors from integrated neighborhoods 
were struck at twice the rate of jurors from were struck at twice the rate of jurors from 
highly segregated white neighborhoods.highly segregated white neighborhoods.



The Philadelphia StoryThe Philadelphia Story
““Let's face it, ... Let's face it, ... 
there's the blacks there's the blacks 
from the lowfrom the low--income income 
areas, [theyareas, [they’’re] less re] less 
likely to convict. . . . likely to convict. . . . 
There is a resentment There is a resentment 
for law enforcement, for law enforcement, 
there's a resentment there's a resentment 
for authority and, as a for authority and, as a 
result, you don't want result, you don't want 
those people on your those people on your 
jury. jury. 

And it may appear as And it may appear as 
if you're being racist if you're being racist 
or whatnot, but, or whatnot, but, 
again, you are just again, you are just 
being realistic. You're being realistic. You're 
just trying to win the just trying to win the 
case.case.””



More McMahonMore McMahon

““You know, in selecting blacks, you You know, in selecting blacks, you 
don't want the real educated ones.don't want the real educated ones.””
““In my experience, black women, In my experience, black women, 
young black women, are very bad.young black women, are very bad.””
“Count the blacks and whites[; y]ou
want to know at every point in that 
case where you are.”



August 14, 1990 Lecture by ADA August 14, 1990 Lecture by ADA 
Bruce Bruce SagelSagel, Director of Training, Director of Training



“AVOID Batson, find an independent 
reason to strike them and keep a written 
record of it.  (give it on the record)”



“Ideal jury = 12 Archie Bunkers, will 
convict on little evidence”



““Wait outside to see panel make up.Wait outside to see panel make up.””
““count # males  females[;]  # Black  whitecount # males  females[;]  # Black  white””

““If you wanted you could strike almost all If you wanted you could strike almost all 
blacks.  This gives you an advantage.blacks.  This gives you an advantage.””





Race Disparities in McMahonRace Disparities in McMahon’’s Strikes s Strikes –– by by 
Neighborhood Poverty LevelNeighborhood Poverty Level



Race Disparities in McMahonRace Disparities in McMahon’’s Strikes s Strikes –– by by 
Neighborhood Median Family IncomeNeighborhood Median Family Income



Same Discriminatory PatternSame Discriminatory Pattern

Blacks peremptorily Blacks peremptorily 
challenged much challenged much 
more frequently than more frequently than 
whites across whites across 
all levels of all levels of 
educationeducation
all all occupationsoccupations
(except law (except law 
enforcement/military)enforcement/military)

all all responses to responses to 
voir dire questionsvoir dire questions
(except reluctance to (except reluctance to 
impose death penalty)impose death penalty)



The Odds That This Occurred by The Odds That This Occurred by 
ChanceChance

1 in a quadrillion1 in a quadrillion



Does High Effort to Exclude Blacks Does High Effort to Exclude Blacks 
Make a Difference?Make a Difference?





Other Neighboring StatesOther Neighboring States

New York and New New York and New 
Jersey abolished the Jersey abolished the 
death penaltydeath penalty

Delaware and Ohio Delaware and Ohio 
show race of victim show race of victim 
discriminationdiscrimination

Maryland shows both Maryland shows both 
race of victim and race of victim and 
race of defendant race of defendant 
discriminationdiscrimination

Pennsylvania needs Pennsylvania needs 
comprehensive data comprehensive data 
collection and analysiscollection and analysis
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